“A Church That Jesse Built”

| egends of Jesse James
By B. Wayne Quist

CHRISTDALA _SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH

On the National Register of Historic Places
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leles n rurarlferes{—Townshlp on RiCe County #1

e Interstate 35 - Exit 66

— West one mile to Millersburg Schoolhouse & Boonie’s
Grill (the historic Dodd Road runs through Millersburg)

— Continue one mile further west to Christdala
= Christdala is on the right, on a small hill' at the

%{mest edge.of Circle Lake on Rice County. #l.
lesae ield e

-

‘Dundas
— 14 miles north of Faribault

— 6 miles southeast of Lonsdale
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CHRISTDALA

SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH

1877

The Christdala Congregation was formed
on July 18, 1877 by the first Swedish im-
migrants to settle in Rice County. The
Church was built during the summer of
1878 at a cost of $230 and is maintained
in memory of the early Swedish settlers.
Because of its historic significance, Christdala
has been placed on the National Register
of Historic Places by the U. S. Department
of Interior.

EREZCTED BY CHAISTOALA PRESCAVATION A
CEMETERY AUGSOCIATION, 1835
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1853 — JLulde WIE Don 3gerd

= 15 755 Swedlsﬁettlers Arrlve — -
= Burdensofimmigrant Life in the “Big Woods”

— Clearing Trees, Breaking Sod, Grasshopper Plagues,
Disease, Economic Depressmn

= Tragedy Builds a Church -
— Northfield Bank Robbery
— Murder of Nicolaus Gustafson _
—yShhe Churchithat Jesse Built” =l egend of Jesse Jamesi
18Y-1904 = Hard WVerkaSu stenan Cers owth
1UBEOBE=nevitable Decline -
= 1994 — Christdala Preservation Association
— A New Rebuilding, Historic Preservation
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s —‘C_Shrlstdala was Formally Placed on The National
—- Register of Historic Places in June 1995 by the U.
S. Department of Interior, National Park Service

= Formal Dedication Ceremony at Christdala with State
Historical Society & Minnesota Lieutenant Governor -
Joanne Benson:

— “The Church and cemetery reflect the distinct
accomplishments and contributions that these early.

wedish immigrants made toﬂﬁucommumt .aa_a_gig_

nnesota history.”

ey Ris oy o
— “Today Christdala serves as a historical reminder of

the significance of ethic Swedish communities such
as Christdala in the early history of Minnesota.”
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

' 182R5 1018 - Overd.2million Swedish
~ immigrants settled in the United States -
mostly in Minnesota

= 18/8 to 1918 - First 40 years of'Christdala
correspond to the h_gh_pomt of Swedlsh
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Millersbunhgi&aChnstdala

18401914 — More inzin L2 million Swecdes amigraiecl io ULS,, mosily ko Virir.

19551898 — Plejele} Nexziel extfifinigidep WiillSesiatife), Cisefefs M]iigr cleje|uiifeiel 1hel0)
= -acres-piat{ed—a-\nIlage-recorded asEMiliersburg=inithe He3iepMereelss
— Sawmill, hotel, general store, post office, creamery, blacksmith shop
""‘"_—?Yanke—e”"sﬁﬂ’e"rs from Northfield & New England

1870 — First Swedish immigrants came from Red Wing-Vasa area

- Church services were held in their homes

1871 — Lester post office was established one mile west of Christdala -

Postmaster John W. Thompson served in both armies during Civil War
— Thompson’s business card: “Notary Public, Justice ofithe Peace, Real

Estate Developer, Minnesota State L_egislature, Postmaster, Farmer”

— _Half,a dozen_ Swedish families 1\le in the Millersburg vicinity

«1’

SSBUried in Northfield - Millersburg Swedes had'no church or cemetery
— Immediately started their own church & cemetery west of Millersburg
“A Church that Jesse Built”
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— "ﬁmgo memﬁers"—"‘"
.= By 1918 Christdala had decllned to

than*L00Memers CHRISTDALA MEMBERSHIP

— Education was important to the
early Swedish immigrants

— Once educated, the young people
typically left their farms for

& &
opportunities in Minneapolis & St.

:\
300

Year

) Q
'\o,% @‘3 ‘Ao Q)qb’ o,°> @ @W

B

Paul, 40 miles north of Christdala

= By 1938 - 6 of the first pioneer _settlers
remained in the original Christdala

community

atedhin!

SErVices were d‘!ef]!Jvl”j Lermin
HIENIOBOST
"he'congregation was formally
disbanded August 21, 1966

= Today there are nearly 300 members in
the Christdala Preservation Association

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist

10



THE MILLERSBURG SWEDES,

e ———
JAMES-YOUNGER GANG
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\:‘j}_ﬂj““e a’s First Major Highway
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=;Buut IN.1853 by Captain Wllllam B. Dedd

— Connect Fort Snelling & St. Peter via Millersburg
with Fort Leavenworth on the Missouri River

= |n 2003, 6.8 miles of the originalllDedd " Read -
running west from Millersburg were placed

ntheNationaltRegisterofl istoricﬁ!aceglﬁ
S Countyisigns alongthe old Dodd Road:

— Historic Dodd Road, 1853

— Route of. James-Younger Gang, 1876
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DODDKOAD - KICH COUNTY 51
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HISTORY OF MILLERSBURG
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MILILERSBURG SCHOOL
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MILLERSBURG & THE NORTHFIELD BANK ROBBERY
September 6-7, 1876
eI e 0 @ o DRSSO e ———c—r

Late in the day on September 6, 1876, four heavily armed men rode into Millersburg from the west and spent
the night at the Cushman Hotel east of the school. They were led by a ruthless outlaw named Thomas Coleman
“Cole” Younger. The four armed men left the Cushman Hotel the next morning and headed east on the Dundas
road to link up with four other members of the infamous James-Younger Gang, hardened criminals and former
Confederate bushwhackers during the Civil War. Their goal was to rob the First National Bank in Northfield.

Thirteen Swedish families lived in the Millersburg area in 1876, including Peter Gustafson who was recently
joined by his brother Nicolaus and nephew Ernst from Sweden. West of Millersburg that morning, Peter
Youngquist and four Swedish neighbors harnessed his mules and headed for Northficld to sell farm produce.
Riding with the Youngquist party was 30 year-old Nicolaus Gustafson. It was Thursday, September 7, 1876.

The Swedes arrived in Northfield about 1:00 pm and set up their vegetable wagon along the Cannon River
near 5th Street. About 2:00 pm, they heard gunshots. Nicolaus Gustafson ran to the intersection of Division and
5th a block away, where he was shot in the head by Cole Younger as the bank was being robbed. Gustafson died
four days later. A Swede named John Olson was an eyewitness to the Gustafson shooting and testified against
Cole Younger.

The bank robbery failed because of the bravery of several local citizens and uncharacteristic behavior of some
gang members. Jesse James did not drink alcohol and never permitted his gang members to drink on the job,
but witnesses stated that three of the Northfield bank robbers had been drinking whiskey shortly before the
robbery. For this and other reasons, authorities questioned whether Jesse James was in Northfield on September
7, 1876.

During the attempted robbery, Nicolaus Gustafson and acting bank cashier Joseph Heywood were murdered;
two gang members were killed by Northfield residents; six escaped. The surviving gang members left

Northfield by the Dundas road and headed west for Millersburg. Three were badly wounded. o

= CHRISTDALA CHURCH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION —

22
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2 Lziie i inissvenineg of Ssotsmosr 6, LS7e fotir
ﬁeawlv armed menrode intoe Millersburg from the
—west on the Dodd Road from St. Peter & Mankato

= They stopped at the Millersburg Store, bought
three bottles of whiskey, asked for directions to:
Northfield & Dundas, & for a place to sleep

o Theg spent the night at the Cushman Hotel east ofi

{ESTCushman slept in the.attic, heard them
talk listened as they drank whisky & cleaned their
weapons

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 23
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County, 10 miles west of Northfield, near the
~ Village of:Millersburg in Forest Township

— Thelr names were Youngguist, Johnson, Olson,
Swanson, Gustafson -
= They saw America’s natural abundance & cheap
farmland as God’s plan for humanlty

m, thereavered3.Swedishianilies |mwg'-m—
mﬂl PUrg'community — just.25 people
— Forest Township had nearly 750, Dundas 500, Northfield
3,000
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;__—;__;_'Itr_e.es_&.Stumps to Clear, Sod to Break
— Disease, Epidemics, Economic Depression
— Terrible Grasshopper Plague 1873-1877 -

= They Were Poor People like alldimmigrants
— Homes were bare and cold, tools & clothing

ﬂeﬁﬁﬁe, oil wicks set inigrease ruyid@ﬂm
Teren M_ =

—

— Traded Farm Produce for Precious Tools &
Winter Clothing
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= Hard-wo rﬁn’g“f,-i'lhdstrious & Inventive

~ = | aw-abiding & Neighborly
= Old world skills
— Excellent Farmers, Loggers, Woodsmen

= Valued Education & Self-improvement

‘—Quickly_\l_earned to read & write English .
SawAdvantagesiofiSelf:govemment

DEVOUT & ( ommunity-minded .
= Became Dedicated Civic Leaders

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 28



. A member of trT_ChﬂS‘tdaia Swedlsh communlty
-~ remembered:

— “West of Millersburg we have Irish, French and
Bohemian settlements, Norwegians to the north and
Germans to the south. All good neighbors.” -

= In 1928 an early Swedish settler recounted the many.
changes he had witnessed since coming to America:

>owing of,seed was by hand, the wheat harvested, 8
| J_cLadIe 6 ndlng WEE by ha Lthenicame
ol Er. OXen WEress

grease Were replaced with Candles and'then by —
kerosene lamps.”
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Feo7o Wels A Bzlrirle

2 ArgdiestsaCanign el d LG ASTS
————Ph1|ade1phja:ExpOS|t|on — Ames Mill"Elotr
—==—-—-Arc~h1bald Dundas Mill'—LLondon, U.S. Flour Prizes

= General Custer Killed - Little Big Horn, MT

= Wild Bill Hickok killed, Deadwood, SD

= Severe Economic Depression - Panic.0i 1873
= Disputed Presidential Election - 1876

RECONStrctionEnded - Bitternmess; DisM
— (GENE | _meswmo resign as
overnor of Mississippl'—wenttorNorthfield

— Rumors of Mississippl cash in Northfield bank

o

B ——
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A Reckless Ride North

5 - From Missouri....
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SEAlIGUSE 1876 - Several heavily armed:
= trainfrom-Kansas City to St. Paul
— The most hardened & dangerous criminals in America
= Gambled, met prostitutes in St. Paul, Minneapolis;..
purchased horses, split iInto two.groups:
— four went to Red Winq four to SteReter. & Mankato

19 of September 7™

" [here was arumor - $75,000 1n the Northfield bank™
“Easy pickins from damned Yankees”

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 37




E0ENGS esseJames

- Wixturs of Faci & Ficition
~ = Civil War “Victims”
.‘—_——-Rebln-Hood “Hero”

= Expansion of Slavery & Civil War
— “Jayhawker” Abolitionists

— Border War “Bushwhackers”
— Civil War & Quantrill’s Raiders

he\Wan,.a.Reign of Terror

Robber:«Hero

The Story ()I (he Northiield Bank Raid

Iy Wl ';
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1QS, Slaughter
— Robbed Banks, Trains, Stages

— America’s “Most Wanted”
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GULS LN »ch I C }f!

J__~Vj‘ IsWwas a siave stater dividee jeJ L) SECEUE"
= Population?ffléy C_ounty was 27% Slave in 1850
~ = 1850s Border War Preceded Civil War
— “Bushwhackers” vs “Jayhawkers,” Civil War Guerillas
— Never Surrendered to Post-War Reconstruction -
= Reign of Terror from 1866-1876
— James/Ygunger Gang - America’s “Most Wanted” -
@onfederate Missouri News fS, T —
- - nfederate Neighbors
— 100s of Carelessly Written Books
— People Accepted the Fiction, Doubted the Facts

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 39

e




JaMEes

J ng;ern Ml QJI'I Wels Geille

-="S*U‘uth-|n-e|\7|l War a3 "'r: s

= Father was Baptist Minister ‘
— Owned Six Slaves

= Ex-Confederate Support
— SV path.eLi,c Neighbors
FrHeEndly NEWSPaRERSH

=DIme Novel Fame . e

— Only Wild Bill Hickok had moredlmve novels
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"LONG CHANCE:

The Robber, / of HieNortﬁf' I

Bank.

' 'lvmmw TG O KU X ALAD, FOM 1 RSALL PROTICT JRA0E TANES, " CANN IX 16X CLEAN YOXE) <7
FIME JANSS' YATE PNTRCTONR
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“.-..a truth is not hard to kill...
a lie told well is immortal. “

“Advice to Youth,” 1882 Essay by Mark Twain

e
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‘-_:_?e,c:onstructlon governor of MissIsSsIppl,
deposited money in father’s Northfield bank

— James & Younger brothers never surrendered

to civil authority after Civil War, - robbed banks, -
trains express companies, stage coaches

her

0 - “robtheich -QW

6£)0)] veloped

o Captain Jesse Ames owned the Ames Mill =
famous for Northfield’s “Malt-o-Meal”
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SOELJAMES

e Conrederate GUETIn & +
~ = Notorious Outlaw ) ):
. I S
— Cold-blooded Killer gm“;j 0.,“,(..-.&52,.%.3
= Adelbert Ames

ATTHY XORTHFTEL BN RUODRBRFRY
— Distinguished General
— Medal of Honor Winner

ﬂé’nator‘& Governor
==k

ither’sT/Ames N\
= Mississippl Gold |
— Lingering Doubt - Was Jesse in Northfield?
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=SSR SN TR €30 Y SS ED T ST O U T eV AT EC ST ETINUC
- '—ITT[U'I\/I'I“ETS“UUI‘(T_O]TIhe_DOdd Road & Spentthe night at
~ Cushman. Hotel east of the school

— Charles Cushman (age 9%2) slept in the attic with the
Younger brothers the night before the bank robbery

= The four armed men left the Cushman Hotel .the next -
morning & headed east on the Dundasiread to link up with
four other members of the ruthless James Younger Gang,

America’s “‘most wanted”
é-’e‘él byaErankedames & Cole YOUER* hm—
q‘mmmMS during the Civil War
= Th

elr goal — cut telegraph, terrorize citizens, and rob the
First National Bank of Northfield - escape via Dodd Road

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 47






“Whiskey Spoiled. the Whole MET

RICE COUNTY JOURNAL - Tnurscdzy, Ssoiemosr ‘14, 1679, Vol. V, No., 2 a_Jra 2, The
Nortnfizle Traceaefy of Saof f A Full *\gw_mt of if1e Rgguer Y, J’ngrd—*n!«rb SEOUIRGIRIIENY Y
dinediatJerf:sirestaurant; therallroadsiation; betweenseleventands ru.—g&:; orn. !ﬂd_JJ‘ oJ
SLHETaId IWoICa e__at_JO'hn‘Tosn'éy aloon on the West side. One calledioran apel i
otherrwhiskKy, both drinkinglightlysiworcalled at'the Exchanqe saloon on'the east'side of:

“therriversand drank whisky.”

NORTHFIELD NEWS - Saturday, July 10, 1897, Number 28, Page 1: Statement from affidavit
by Frank J. Wilcox, assistant bookkeeper, present in bank during the robbery: “The three
who came in were Bob Younger, Pitts, and as | believe, Frank James. It was very evident
they_had been drinking as the smell of liguor was very strong.”

HEILBRON, WILIAM CASPER - “Convict Life at the Minnesota State Prison, Stillwater,
Minnesota,” Copyright 1909, “Real Facts About the Northfield, Minnesota Bank Robbery,”

related by lihomas Coleman Younger, Page 135: “\Whisky spoiled the whole plan. Between —

m'left camp and reached the bridge the meni e entiahiead (gotavayawitiiei s

: drink; c ..I'didn’t know he had

W ‘ ‘ of wartmg for us to get up withthemn .they slammed
0'the bank regardless leaving the door open.”

NORTHFEIELD MUSEUM: “...three of them drank at the Exchange Saloon on Division Street
and bought a guart of whiskey to take with them. The other five ate lunch, and may have had
alconoloaiJeff’s restaurant on theGangenRiverswest side.” 49
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~ areain 1876 —‘Swedﬁs doubled in' 5 years
~ _ Peter-Gustafson was joined by his brother Nicolaus &

nephew Ernst from Sweden in July
= West of Millersburg, Peter Youngguist.&.four =
Swedish neighbors hitched mules'to the lumber
wagon, headec for Northfield to sell farm producea‘-_
menh hep/BURGGUI I as 30 year=ol s
)zusuCilsiie rom.Sweden in July

— |t was Thursday morning, September 7, 1876

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 10)
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Dazier Teol2ts GlsStaiiSor

—t

1 Fhe Syeelss vediTntNeRnnelc .-Uu;‘LJJw i
sef u'p their \ wagon at:5th & Division — Market Day
AL O UL 2:00"Pm they heard gun shots near the Square

= Nicolaus Gustafson was at the corner of Division
& Fifth Street when he was shot in the head by .
Cole Younger as the bank was being robbed

= Gustafson died four days laterin:Norwegian hotel
= Eirstipresident of: St. Olafi College spoke at h|,s.funerglI —

— A Sweelise CEIETIIETHN Mn was an -
EWITY eGustafson shooting

— Olson testified against Cole Younger in sworn affidavits,
recelved death threats from ex-Confederates in Missouril
9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist D2
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JOKEN Ol SON AFFADAVITS

“0p i1z Tih of Sseismosr 18786 =15 | vz Wordneg i 2l o JLM _JJJQJ:;r e, U_JH_JMJU f_;]rme_m‘;]

ol Ir.hg; sornsr | Shgaiige m.jms}gluisl‘ [ PROISEEN WHEl: w,ssj joiric) grun;l WERON

gon ifth street one blo south of the square...a' man came up to me pointing;

a revolver and'cursing me, orderedime to get away, callmg me all kinds of names. lturned
:-and.r.ankdown Fifth street and back to the cellar | came from. As | turned to run in, a Swede

named Gustafsoen came running up and we met right half way between the corner and the
Stairway to the basement. This stairway is about 20 feet from the corner. Just as we met a
ball struck Gustafson and he fell backwards, striking me on the leg and staggering me. |
kept on running to the stairway, however, but on reaching the door, which was two steps
below the street, | found it locked, so | squatted right down by the  deor: | looked up and
as soon as my head was above the sidewalk the robber caught:sight.of. me and told me to
‘sit right still where you are, or I'll kill you, too.” | took him up to the Norwegian hotel
[Kildahl’s across from Bierman’s] and called a doctor. The doctor found that his skull was
fractu ndithe bonehad pierced the brain. He lived, however, about four days, durings =
ﬁ |land another man took care of him. Fromiti [iton IMWHICH GUStaiSORAVASHS
. enrhewas shot ITAWas VA gﬁﬁibjgigmme pbeen Killed by a ball'from
LENIINSIOTE Sels ndmg the bank: The ball would have had to turn the corner
aboutten or twelve feet. The building was a stone one. I'believe ' he was shot by the robber
guarding the corner. He [Cole Younger] was there during the entire time | was out of the

cellar and was shooting all the time in every direction and was evidently set there to guard

the corner.”
9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 54
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(Abos);) Inside The First National Bank of Northﬂel, circa 1876.
(Below) Period Woodcut of Bank Raid by James-Younger Gang.
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WrHERE GUSTAFSON DIED
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B——
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Nicolaus,Gustafson Funeral. Sermon

EREVETENE SOOI GT SNV =
- First President of St. Olaf' College &
Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Churchi
Delivered Nicolaus Gustafson
Funeral Sermon, Sept 11, 1876
Source:
Record of Burials

g;t;john’s Lu urch R A

Northtreld, Minnesota . v
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=-—G’.- NnEMPERS SmMelledroiAiguoer Underthenni
— Local C|t|zens becamealarmed, bravely fought back
‘f—-dessedameswas a disciplined military guerrillaleader
— Did'not drink alcohol, did not permit gang members to drink on job
— Always used military-style planning & discipline, but not Northfield
= Robbers in bank reeked of whiskey —were seen drinking in town -
— Risky venture, poor planning, poor execution, unlikelJesse James
— No evidence Jesse was in Northfield on September 7, 1876
— Never indicted — no warrants or.extraditien (\W. W. Pye conclusion)

Icplaus Gustafson & acting bank cashier Joseph Heywood were s
ered 2 gang members kllled by NG¥, [eSidentSHGIeScaped s

0y main Dundastroady™

Wounded, bleeding and in pain, lost 3 horses, riding double
— Drunk, failed to cut telegraph lines — $26.70 for their effort

9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 60



Was Jesse James In Northfield?

You cecicde — "o2vorid 2 reasonzola doyot”

E—

— Rlskv & Reckless Decision Far from Home
R ——

— Poor Plannlng Poor Execution —\Who Was in Charge?
Jesse not in bank

— Gang Under Influence of Alcohol, Multiple Witnesses .
— “Whisky spoiled the whole plan.” — Cole Younger

= Jesse’s Wife & Son were in Nashyille, Tennessee
n’s 15t Blrthday was August8d,.1876 -
thday, was Se ry Sept 7, 1876
to His Famlly, Never Missedfa Birthday.
= Jesse & Cole - Not on Speaking Terms in 1876
Jesse Denied Inyolvement in Northfield




I eElmangc orn Norieriie el
9 Killgd, 3 caotured, 2 escapscl

9/l & right 2018 - B. Way ol



Eotrnclinc of Criristclzl=

—

S EsSTal ISSWENTSHTCONTUNTAVASISHIUCKEU MOV ER= =
~ murderof Nicolaus Gustafsen by Cole Younger, co-leader”
~offJames-Younger Gang at Northfield Sept 7, 1876

— The Swedish community had no church or cemetery
— They met that night in Peter Youngquist’s home
— Vowed to start a church as soon as.pPesSIPIE

= They formed Christdala July 18, 1877

hmeChurchrstructure was completed.in 18/8.by.J0 2
— M0 Luisielbreitel o —

on ofiNorthfieldfandiio , cost of $230

on received death threats when'he bravely testified
against Cole Younger
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National News = Big Event
Tne Cnase, Ssopismoer g, 1879

O -

ST, PAUL.

S9. Pavr, Sept. 8.—A. repori has been
‘received that the posse of cifizens pur-
suing the robbers who raided Northfield,
yesterday, overiook them last night, and a
fight ensued, in which one robber was
-wounded, They then escaped through
the woods. No particulars; the pursuit
18 being continued.

P —




000 ~awelre] = 000-)Vielrl P os

EWARD!
— DEAD OR ALIVE

$5 OOO.(\)? will be paid for thhe capture I‘

of the men who robbed the bank art

NORTITHFIELD, MIDNIN.

T hewv are believed 1o be Jesse James and
his Band, or thhe Youngers.

All officers are warned to use precau-
tion in making arrest. Ihese are the most
desperate men in AAmerica.

FTake mno chances! Shoot to kill"”

J. I1I McDonald.

S ERLEF

¢ | _ S 0 e '




Mo-WeakK Criase, Relrny & Colc

) y

ERONFSEPIEMPEISZHE YOUNQErBrothersssaCharndies
__Pitts were surrounﬁ"’d near Madelia during a fierce
e —

shootout=%$10,000 Chase, Huge Posse

= Surrendered on September 21, 1876
— Bob Younger had wounds In his arm and chest
— Jim Younger had 5 bullet wounds

ﬂ[‘é YOoUnger had been hitadditi es-——-f"

- -

= Frank James & 8" gang member escaped
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Sentenced tollife
Viinnesota State Prison =t Stillwart

= September 23. 1876 - Younger brothers taker
-=R«1c~e-Ceunty-JaiI N Faribault
= November 16 - grand jury Issued four indictments

— Two for 15t degree murders of Joseph Heywood: -
and Nicolaus Gustafson

— One for bank robbery, one for assault with

terms In state prison at Stillwater
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JiheRest.efithe Ste

1 800 Youncler dizel in orison in 1889 frorn T8
- Ge)lar ]m‘YDunq WENRE P01 EUNITISUE SO
-~ condition they remain in Minnesota
— Jim committed suicide on parole in St. Paul

— Cole Younger received a pardon in 1903 on -
condition he leave Minnesota & never return

= Back In Missouri, Cole joined a “Wild West” show. .
EWITIEranK James & died thereinidol6ums

‘@-ﬁe WaSTKIlIEd vy a'gang'member in 1882

= The brutally violent James-Younger Gang ceased
to _exist after the Northfield tragedy
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Minnesota Never. Indicted Jesse James
BevondpiReasonabledboubis

- Williarn Pye Paoer, 1947

~—  — Jesse Was Never cfc*' — [
- No Evidence, ‘NU‘WaTrants '
“ N0 Extradition, No Trial:
“Beyond a Reasonable Doubt”
= Heywood Fund - $17,700
— Jesse James Killed in 1882
— 100s of Dime Novels
— Frank Tried & Acquitted
— NouNegigiiisiel Indlctments
RPEODIE Al c)ierl Flatiop)
POEUBLTEC Facts
— Myth, Legend Survived

— Huntington Book, 1895
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Orerf cogedelesser]ames

Afigr i rooasny Norinfisld & Carlstor) C‘c)llgcr [EISEUROVERS
— $17;70C er—Heywoem e ——
s Joesephlliee Heywood was City Treasurer & Carleton
College reasurer
— Many Northfield civic leaders were Carleton graduates

— Jesse James was the most famous criminalin America =
& had killed the Northfield & Carleton;College hero

— The name “Jesse James” made immediate national
dlinessand.the helped fund-raising effort
ﬁural alliance f 0 ¢ 'km
1 e sarleton Prof George Huntingtonis book extolled

Heywood accepted presence of Jesse James In Northfield

= Nicolaus Gustafson remained forgotten for 120 years
9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist 73
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]

OVERNENYEAS, tHEFUNHHYIOITHUOKIECAT ENIIESSS=
— establlshed “B|b1e"and'pr|mary account for telling the
"-sfory of the Northfield bank robbery —

= The 50" anniversary in 1926 retold the old story - even with
lingering doubts by some Northfielders about presence of
Jesse James

= |n 1947 returning World War |l veterans created a fall
.and launched Northfield’s “Jesse James Days”

' 19".-c Wlsaom_

——

— Submitted a paper to Rice County Historical Society, in 1947 to set
the record straight
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William \W. Byve 4.8 0-1.965

Distincuisnec Norinfield Attorney

ﬁ(ﬂvwnﬁmmetlculwsﬂegalmearch & thorough“ev‘(amm [on offal
_Pye’s Presentation to Rice County Historical Society, Fall 1947:

“If the James brothers were the two who escaped, It
seems strange that warrants were not sworn out and
extradition obtained , and they were not apprehiended
and brought here for trial.”

Sas a boy | Knew most of theseNnenyin oiveﬁnmth_
raid]ane ngls!rtl ACCOUNTS ofitherard from everybody
10 knew anything about it...and [studied the facts].”

WNO
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L “Northfleld 'h‘ould not honor a thlef & crlmlnal

—

I|ke Jesse James”
2. Jesse James was aterrorist and murderer

3. Preponderance of the evidence - nepReof
“beyond a reasonable doubt™Jesse was ever

N Northfield

| lctoeh oxtrz i,
ﬂ{ el d, NEever brought o
rial for the Northfleld crimes”

5. Northfield’s “Jesse James Days” are a sham
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-~ Nerinfisld Naws Oei

—---—‘iPollce-Chlef Ousted As Aftermath of
Fatal Fire Truck Accident”

* “Fire Engine Rolls Over”

— “Queen candidate killed, four others
seriously injured September 19” -

: - harged™
river of Fire Truck™ - Drunk
= Festival Scandal - Citizens Incensed
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~ GusiaisonEamilAConsarnss

= Northfield Reenactments
— “He Was Not a Norwegian’

= Undignified Portrayals
— He Was Not Drunk

e Unmarked . Grave Site
e\ HeTe"Was He Buried?
= Mystery Solved in 1994
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lihe Endiofithe . Stor,

TN Teolzls GUStEfsSon’s ¢rave

2 nzel no markesr in Norinrfisle -
= Weis e Nopwselian? — i el sizis of r'fleI'J forziSgels :
=" Preparing the Younger brothers”indictments, the prosecutor thought:
Gustafson was a Norwegian'=he died in the Norweqgian Hotel afterthe

- shooting &aNoerwegian pastor preached the funeral sermon
= The story ends happily in 1994 when we identified his grave
— Two letters were pinned to his death certificate at the Court House

— The mayor of Faribault asked the mayor of Northfield for the name
of the “Norwegian” who was shot during the bank robbery

— The mayor of Northfield responded: *...he was a Swede named N.
Gustafson, buried in Lot #1, Northfield Cemetery.”

%?'994 thepeople of Northfield andiDundas,— el

edtherecor & —

— Each year Northfield hosts a graveside ceremony in honor of
Joseph Lee Heywood & Nicolaus Gustafson
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—M grateful memory. of Joseph liee Hevwood
- Treasurer-ofithe College. Born August 12, 1837.
A man modest, true and gentle; diligent in
business; conscientious in duty; a citizen
benevolent and honorable; towards God
reverent and loyal; who, while.defending his |
fiustiasiabank officer, fearlessly met death at. =
0; S September 7, 16760
ISTtabIEets nscrlbed by hIS frlends as a
trlbute to heroic fidelity.

Esto Fidelum Usgue Ad Mortem."
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— PROUDOF OUR
SWEDISH HERITA(._?:E —

“ﬁ CHURCH THAT JES“SE BUILT” i

r LEGENDS OF JESSE JAMES _
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DALA="Ig77

ST T S0 ell N ST 0N UM ENFSATTEN Gl 2l NO NI ES
. ‘S‘IgﬂTTTCaﬂT’COﬂHIbU’[IOnS made by haTdy SwWed]
~ settlers.who-came to Rice County In the 1870s

= They left thelr homes In Sweden to settle in the
New World where they faced danger, tragedy,
hardship, loneliness, death

= They also prospered, built a simple church, and

ﬂg@g Jasting contributions to their community andg
ENGNG a0 ErAT ENI CAIN LGVl I ZZTSTT IS

-Wworking, well-educated, and

devout and quickly became a part of the greater

American “melting pot”
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IRISTYAEN= Iy
On e Nsstyoner! '?e,guster gf J torm Plges
ORIGINAL S | e ——

m
PURCHASED
FROM WICK
ORGAN CO.

IN CHICAGO
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YOUNGOUIS _r-__k.L

cAvpgziga | Sitkicensing.

305008 e

= ‘L'OCA‘I"I@N Rice Coun_y, MN pParcel Number: 06.00.
= MAP #: 06-09-00-00-001.500 Roll"Type: 2.36 acres
- Rural Property Address: 4795 MILLERSBURG BLVD , LONSDALE MN

= LEGAL DESCRIPTION: MAP # 06 09 00 00 001.500
S709.15 FT E382.5 FT NW4 SW4 EX

= Class: 204 - RES 1 UNIT Residential Dwelling Lot Area: 5.70 Acres; 248,292
SF Occupancy: SINGLE-FAMILY/OWNER OCCUPIED Style: 1.1/2 Story. Frame
Year Built: 1873 Exterior Material: Wood Lap, Living Area: 1,095 Number
Rooms: 7 Bedrooms: 3 Basement Finished Area: 0 SE Number of Baths: 1
Full Bath, Heat: Yes, Porch (120 SF); Wood Deck-Med (340 SF); 1 S Fr Enc (52
SF) Yard Extras: DRIVEWAY, Ag Buildings Garage): 720 SF (Built 1990) >

EWd Values for 2005 Tax Year: Land $76,100 Buildings $665-ODQ_q—'
_ Gl SO0 | $ 42 110]0)

0)0)0) h1 b 16906 AL ARMS-LENGTH SALE

71998 50 #438179 OLD SALE 5/1/1989 $48,500 #B544: P266+ NORMAL
ARI\/IS LENGTH TRANSACTION, GOOD SALE - purchased in 2005 by
Christdala for $150,000

= Permits 6/26/1990 New Bldg (Garage)
= 2034 market value $111,00Q®;%Qﬂf32c§§5-e§. %yﬁgg?m@u new road RC#1 94



http://rice.promap.com/pmc/recorder_query.asp?instrument=469061
http://rice.promap.com/pmc/recorder_query.asp?instrument=438179
http://rice.promap.com/pmc/recorder_query.asp?book=511&page=266

MILLERSBURG SCHOOL
1881

Ol S T =1 C
Mcrrrrtcrrrrecd Hy 7/7¢ C/rr/7stclcylcy / resers L/(lf/()/) Assoc/at/ior?

(W

9/1/2018 ‘ 95



<
i

(ay'a

Copyrig

C)

~\"

o
nrreTy)

vl
9/1/2018



MILLERSBURG & THE NTHFIELD BANK ROBBERY
September 6-7, 1876
- T S e S T S, ) o R e e T T

Late in the day on September 6, 1876, four heavily armed men rode into Millersburg from the west and spent
the night at the Cushman Hotel east of the school. They were led by a ruthless outlaw named Thomas Coleman
“Cole” Younger. The four armed men left the Cushman Hotel the next morning and headed east on the Dundas
road to link up with four other members of the infamous James-Younger Gang, hardened criminals and former
Confederate bushwhackers during the Civil War. Their goal was to rob the First National Bank in Northfield.

Thirteen Swedish families lived in the Millersburg area in 1876, including Peter Gustafson who was recently
joined by his brother Nicolaus and nephew Ernst from Sweden. West of Millersburg that morning, Peter
Youngquist and four Swedish neighbors harnessed his mules and headed for Northficld to sell farm produce.
Riding with the Youngquist party was 30 year-old Nicolaus Gustafson. It was Thursday, September 7, 1876.

The Swedes arrived in Northfield about 1:00 pm and set up their vegetable wagon along the Cannon River
near 5th Street. About 2:00 pm, they heard gunshots. Nicolaus Gustafson ran to the intersection of Division and
S5th a block away, where he was shot in the head by Cole Younger as the bank was being robbed. Gustafson died
four days later. A Swede named John Olson was an eyewitness to the Gustafson shooting and testified against
Cole Younger.

The bank robbery failed because of the bravery of several local citizens and uncharacteristic behavior of some
gang members. Jesse James did not drink alcohol and never permitted his gang members to drink on the job,
but witnesses stated that three of the Northfield bank robbers had been drinking whiskey shortly before the
robbery. For this and other reasons, authorities questioned whether Jesse James was in Northfield on September
7, 1876.

During the attempted robbery, Nicolaus Gustafson and acting bank cashier Joseph Heywood were murdered;
two gang members were killed by Northfield residents; six escaped. The surviving gang members left

Northfield by the Dundas road and headed west for Millersburg. Three were badly wounded. avak

— CHRISTDALA CHURCH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION —

-
—




CHRISHUDAISA 877

Lone=sarvine Rfoneer RSJJtorJ

e pastor A. Wahlin, Grganizer, 1877
-=_Pastor A. Anderson 1878-1879.
= Reverend Swante Anderson 1880-1890

= Reverend J.J. Froden/C.M. Ryden 1890-1896

= Pastor Dr. Lars August Edman, firstiresident
pastor, 1896-1915

= Pastor E. Norsen 1915 -1928

W Reverend J.E. Oslund 1928-11084: i
ﬂaﬂam@ @mﬁ-mﬁﬂ“

= Reverend August F. Seastrand 1940-1947
= Reverend Ralph Baumgartner 1994-present
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CHRISTDALA PR RVATION ASSN

4 Seeismosr 1994 - Chirisiclala Presspvzition & geme;er y
"‘e AS estabISHed WithSIGRVIEMErST==

—_———— ——

- M Christdala has nearly 300 People on Its Ma|I|ng
« Fst& Linked ' WebPages to Kristdala in Sweden

— People from all over the U.S. & Sweden with a
connection to Christdala & an interest in genealogy &
Northfield bank robbery

= The Christdala Preservation Association IS a Minhesota
501 (¢) (3) Non-Profit Corporation

— Approved by IRS for Charitable Gifts — _—

W chrlstdala com R s —
94 therEChS Gaﬂaﬁwn Association has

Church Cemetery & Schoolhouse
— Established Historical Preservation Guidelines
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W

_——z-—DaIe Qu:st President & CEO

= Reed Anderson, Treasurer

= Jan Dalby, Asst Treasurer

= Shirley Galvin, Secretary

= Wayne Quist, Historian & Museum Curator
larence,Swanson, Vice President, Grounds .
S0ARNOE DIRECTORS —
Jonnoalby, Chairman -

— 25 Active Board Members
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—’OﬁIGINAL

~1880.RULPIT
BUILT BY
JOHN OLSON
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CHRISTIDAILAIOBIECIIVE & MISSION

. Re?;ore arcl rnainiain € e Cririsiclzilzl Cr |
= CEMeternunaltereaand erngrmal cor e sl e
~ preserve the heritage and legacy brought to America by
= theSwedishammigrants who established Christdala

= Collect, preserve & share historical documents,
photographs, memorabilia & artifacts that relate the
experiences of the early pioneers who settled around
Christdala — Millersburg Schoolhouse Museum

= Support genealogical research —www.dalbydata.com

= Encourage the use of the Church for suitable group,
1V and communltv events

e —

-l

(7] dowment funa

1es's |C|ent|ncome alntaln the Church,
Cemetery & Schoolhouse, and accomplish the objectlve
& mission of the Association
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_Gurrant Activitios & Sigacial gvg\ms

— Annual Non-Denominational Fall Serwce &
= Open House In September

= Svenksa Klub “Midsummer Celebration”

= Weddings

= Funerals

= Anniversaries -

=S Church Tou T ——
- S

= Genealogical Research —www.dalbydata.com
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RISTOAEN= 77

— S — [ —— —

Iriguia to Yilitziey Vaiarans

pr—
— —
e —————

———=CHhristdala-Veterans
= Civil War
= |ndian Wars
= Spanish American War
= World War |
= World War Il
= Kore .

" [raq & Afghanistan

I —
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DALA PR RVATNE

_THIRD DECADE

e

= Embarking on Third Decade as a
Historical Preservation Organization

-
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DECADE
1990-2020
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0 Increa[se Chrlstdala‘Permanent Fund to $1, OOO 0]0]0)
—::-—_—

= Ensure perpetual maintenance of the church,
grounds, cemetery, & schoolhouse museum

= Community Museum & Genealogical Research Center
= Youngquist Homestead - 1873
= Millersburg Schoolhouse - 1881

. -2
= Schoeolhg logicallResearchimsss

WG 2 Y E atetC o

= Expanded Christdala Cemetery g Grounds - four
acres
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CHRISTDALA PRESERVATION ASSN
r)L. \I\J5 rORTHE FUTURE

Lﬂ;ms o) Witgh Siiciizr plisiioficel Sogisty i Esjiie L)l]ﬁﬂ]f]J—Ol

Scﬁoolﬁouse MUSeum &: Genealoglcal Research Center —
-cvvvvwﬂalbvdatarcom

= Working With Swedish Heritage & Historical Preservation
Groups to Share Information

= Working with Forest Township Board to Integrate
Preservation Efforts into the Local Community

o ng{,mwnshlp Population has More than Doubled in thes

15 Years TEE——————
3 New HousIng Developments

— People Commute into the Metropolitan Areas

— Growing Interest in Genealogical Research
9/1/2018 Copyright 2018 - B. Wayne Quist
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